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General  
It was Generally very hot and windy throughout the month. The high 

temperatures extending to the evenings. As we have had good 

rains throughout this year September now ranks as one of the driest 

months this year. 

Staff 
5 of our Rangers successfully graduated at pass out parade on the 

7th at MNC HQ .4 OOC land owners and I represented the 

Conservancy during the very colourful the occasion. All the OOC 

Rangers are now trained. Since June when the training started, we 

have had a serious shortage of man power. The return of the 4 

Rangers is therefore a great relief.   

OOC staff members and 5 KWS team manning the Rhino sanctuary 

are doing well. They sustained foot patrols up Kileleoni hills and the 

Naronyo area where it’s very notorious for poachers to lay snares. 

The Manager proceeds on leave in October.  

Wildlife  
The availability of water at the Rhino boma has made a big 

difference. The two Rhinos now enjoy the comfort of wallowing 

around the office area due to availability of adequate water and 

grass most days of the month. For some reason they no longer 

dash off once let out of the boma, causing the security team 

immense stress. They seem calmer and happy to stay around the 

office.  

Through the month Kofi was looking like He was warming up to 

mating with Elizabeth, but nothing came of it. Hopefully this are 

signs of they might get there soon.  

There has been hundreds of Zebras and Wildebeest mostly around 

Zulu Camp, Tiri Tiri and Wuanga areas. The number of Giraffes, 

Topis, Thompson Gazelles, Elands and Impalas amongst other 

seen all over the conservancy is impressive.  

On the 23rd a dead giraffe was found at Ongata Rongai area it had 

no injury, but the body was swollen, it was assumed maybe could 

be Anthrax disease but it’s not medically proven.   

On the 26th community from across the Mara river cornered a giraffe 

towards the barbed wire fence injured its legs and neck before the 

rangers were alerted, the Rangers arrived on the scene, but the 

giraffe died shortly. As the suspects were children a Barraza was 

called, and the community warned not to do this again.  

We had the best leopards’ sightings this month. On 1st and 6th at 

Lugga ya Kuluo,4 young cubs were sighted near Fairmont on the 3rd 

and 2 males sighted on the 23rd at Dramon and shoot area 

respectively. 

A young Cheetah female was sighted on the 17th at Lugga ya Ireri 

and shoot area on the 20th and a male limping was sighted at 

Kiwanja ya mbuni on the 18th with injuries on the left limp. The injury 

did not seem life threatening.  

Lion sights in the conservancy was a challenge as reported in 

previous months. This was due to the long grass that kept wildlife 

away. We are happy to report that the 2 huge brothers are back 

being sighted on the 24th at Zulu one and Lugga ya Atieno. On the 
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2nd a lion sighted at shoot area and on the 3rd 3 lioness and 1 lion 

sighted next to Fairmont Camp.3 male lions sighted at Dramon area 

on the 17th. 

This Month we had a lot of elephants spread all over the 

conservancy, most of the large groups residing at Wuanga, TIri Tiri, 

Zulu One and Olkuseroi areas.  

A herd of 100 buffalos, sighted at Ongata Rongai from the 8th to 12th 

before spreading over to Wuanga, Kiwanja ya Mbuni, TIri Tiri and 

shoot area. 

Security 
Though we have managed to secure the conservancy boundaries 

and manage movements of motorbikes at night, we can’t relax as 

the centres around the conservation has a lot of unemployed idlers. 

On the 19th and 20th OOC sergeant Maitai and Sanare Sengeny the 

MNC Radio controller spend 2 nights at Altong and they were able 

to gather information on approximately about 80 jobless individuals 

residing in Altong hence leading to increase in crime. 

This raises concern as few individuals are mentioned as 

mastermind to the various crimes happening around centres in the 

Mara.  

On 26th there was a joint ambush patrol conducted by KWS, MNC, 

Lemek and OOC as the lead team. They went from Olang’ata 

Oleleshuani through the crocodile forest neighbouring voyager and 

halted at Marathon area. No snares unearthed, and no evidence of 

dubious activities detected. Later they patrolled Kirok area and 

managed to seize some people who are believed to be involved in 

charcoal burning. The team retrieved 3 pangas,3 axes and 4 

jambes from the area. 

WILD Distribution Maps 
This month saw an improvement in wildlife sightings from last 

month. This was since I was able to reinstall the WILD app in all the 

data collectors’ phones. The phones had the similar syncing issue 

that the MNC phones are having but reinstalling solved the 

problem. I also explained to the data collectors that they should be 

syncing daily which also helped. 
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HWC- Predation   
Very few incidents of predation recorded in September, one sheep 

was killed by a leopard at a swamp, a few metres from Enkerende 

Island. There is generally a decrease in predation which is possibly 

due to widespread increase of wildebeest and zebra. 

On the 13th and 14th of this month, through foot patrols by Romeo 

Team they found an Impala with a snare on its neck and found 3 

snares attached to a tree just few meters from the Airstrip 

respectively. 

Grazing Plan 
As reported early September so far has been very dry, this has 

affected cattle drinking points which have dried up hence they all 

depend in the Mara river which presents the challenge to the 

planned grazing. Unless it rains soon conflicts over water is 

imminent.  

The good news is we have not had any issue of members cattle 

crossing to the closed area to graze. Finally, the grazing plan is 

been followed which is very encouraging for growth of wildlife in 

closed areas in the conservancy. 

Though we have closed other areas we still face a challenge many 

different groups of cattle grazing around which leads to lot of 

movements in the conservancy and disturbance to wildlife. We must 

progress to more bunching of cattle to create more space for 

wildlife.  
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Visitors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Pax 

Fairmont Camp 469 

Saruni Camp 2 

Naretoi Houses 6 

Royal Mara Camp 2 

Me to We  4 

Explorian camp 2 

Karen Blixen Camp 2 

Mahali Mzuri Camp 1 

Asilia Mara Camp 1 
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This month 486 guests visited the Rhino sanctuary, a serious decrease compared to last month’s 956 visitors. Total ticket paid is 20 and money 

collected for September is KS 20,000. 

Cattle numbers  

Families  August Cattle 
Numbers 

September 
Cattle Numbers 

Families  August Cattle 
Numbers 

September Cattle 
Numbers 

Dennis Kuluo 34 38 James Njapit 59 49 

Mary Kuluo 40 39 Karsis Njapit 125 130 

Cllr Nabaala 360 350 Noonkipa Njapit 20 105 

Karsis Ntutu 128 135 Pilot Njapit 120 180 

Sabaya Ntutu 10 105 Gregory Njapit 40 20 

Noonkipa Ntutu 90 73 Sayialel Njapit 70 56 

Kileleoni Manyatta 56 62 Ntokonoi Njapit 50 59 

Saruni Njapit 80 82 Denis Njapit 78 88 

Naiswaku Njapit 200 260 Selelo Njapit 40 40 

 

There is an increase of cattle number by 167 compared to last month from 1,622 in August to 1,789 in September 2018.This is due to cattle 

coming back after going out of the conservancy after the harvesting of maize and wheat time. 

Cattle Fines  

Date Fine amount Name Station 

25/08/2018 10,000  Joseph Parmuat HQ  

02/09/2018 10,000 Emmanuel Olosinke HQ 

                             TOTAL 20,000ksh   

 

This Month we had cattle arrest during the day from the Olkimitare community, crossing to OOC side. 
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Sheep numbers  

Families  August Sheep 
Numbers 

September 
Sheep Numbers 

Families  August Sheep 
Numbers 

September 
Sheep Numbers 

Dennis Kuluo 45 41 Sabaya Njapit 123 126 

Texas Kuluo 68 65 Dennis Njapit 84 82 

Mary Kuluo 155 153 Selelo Njapit 203 230 

Erisha Kuluo 0 0 James Njapit 240 210 

Sabaya Ntutu 121 105 Ntokonoi Njapit 144 150 

Naiswaku Njapit 210 222 Pilot Njapit 350 400 

Gregory Njapit 20 20 Paranai Maitai 161 165 

Noonkipa Ntutu 183 190 Simitei Maitai 50 55 

There is a decrease of sheep and goats’ number by 207 compared from last month from 2,157 in August to 2,364 in September 2018. 

Focus for September 2018. 

Activities  Status 

Hold Manyattas meeting Done 

Repair Rhino boma Done 

Set up barrier at 4 Km  Done 

Commence preparation of 2019 work plan Postponed 

Focus for October 2018. 

Activities  Status 

Constructing of the uniport at the barrier  

Monitor WE income and division of funds  

Hold Rangers weekly meetings  
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